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CAN YOU ANSWER THESE QUESTIONS?

1. Under what circumstances was R. Y itzchak
Abravanel forced to leave Portugal ?

2. For how long a period of time did R. Yitzchak
Abravand serve King Ferdinand of Spain?

3.  Why wasthe Inquisition implemented?

4. Name three contributions that Jews made in the
field of navigation.

5. Isthere any indication that Columbus was a Jew?

This and much more will be addressed in the twelfth lecture
of this series. "Was Christopher Columbus a Jew?"'.

To derive maximum benefit from this lecture, keep these
guestions in mind as you listen to the tape and read through
the outline. Go back to these questions once again at the
end of the lecture and see how well you answer them.

PLEASE NOTE: This outline and source book was
designed as a powerful tool to help you appreciate and
understand the basis of Jewish History. Although the
lectures can be listened to without the use of the outline, we
advise you to read the outline to enhance your
comprehension. Use it as well as a handy reference guide
and for quick review.
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THE EPIC OF THE ETERNAL PEOPLE
Presented by Rabbi Shmuel Irons

Series VI Lecture #12

WAS CHRISTOPHER COLUMBUS A JEW?
THE JEWISH DISCOVERY OF THE NEW WORLD
Presented by Rabbi Shmuel Irons

[ Don Yitzchak Abravanel

A. A Family of Royalty
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I, Yitzchak, the son of avibrant man of consderable accomplishments amongst the
Jewish People and of great renown,  Don Yehudah thesonof  Shmuel the son of

Y ehudah the son of Yosef theson of Yehudah from the family of Abravanel. These
were all men of stature who were leaders of the Jewish People and were descendants of
the Jesse of Bethlehem of the family of the House of David who was the leader and
commander of my people. The memory of the righteous shall befor ablessing. Prologue
to R. Yitzchak Abravanel's commentary to Joshua

B. The Finance Minister of Alphonse V, King of Portugal
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| dwelt serenely in my home, a house and wealth inherited from my ancestors, which was
filled with G-d's blessings, in the city of Lisbon, amgjor city in the kingdom of Portugal.
.. Treatises and scholars would issue forth from my home. Good judgment, knowledge
and the fear of G-d was present in my home and within my walls. Powerful wealth and
philanthropy, a place and renown, Torah and greatness on a par with the greats of
yesteryear. | flourished in the palace of the king, Don Alphonse. He was a mighty king
who ruled with tremendous power. His dominion stretched from sea to seaand
everything that he did met with success. . . . Prosperity and salvation was established for
the Jews. In his shadow | sat with great delight. | was close to him and he leaned on me. .
.. However, that day of misfortune and rebuke came. . . . A new wind blew and swept
away his strength (soul) unto his G-d like chaff blown away from the granary or smoke
from the chimney. The daughter of Zion remained like afragile hut in a vineyard without
support. Ibid.
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C. Duke Ferdinand of Braganza Is Put to Death by King Joao |1 of Portugal
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A new king ruled in [Don Alphonse's] stead, Don Joao (John), who did not [want to]
know [of the kindness and loyalty of the former king's assistants]. His heart was turned
against his nobility to hate them and to ensnare his servants. He made himself asa
stranger to all that loved hisfather. . . . [He accused them] all of plotting against him to
hand him over, together with hisland, to the kingdom of Spain. He arrested a great
nobleman, [Duke Ferdinand of Braganza,] who was the second unto the king while [the
duke] naively trusted him. He executed him by the sword and his remaining brothers fled
to the mountains [of Spain] to save their lives. Ibid.

D. Don Yitzchok Abravanel Flees For HisLife
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He[also] spokeill of me[and accused me] of things that were baseless. In the midst of
the turmoil, he sent me a delegation of evil design, telling me to come to the king. | began
to follow the [king's] directive and travel to the destination that he had designated. As|
was at a roadside inn, a man came over to me and told me, "Don't go towards your
destination. Save yourself! It isatime of disaster. | have overheard murmurings that they
are plotting against you." | forsook my inheritance, the wife which Hashem chose for me,
and the children with which Hashem had graced me, and all that | had. | escaped by
myself al alone. | got up while it was still night and began traveling on the road. | was
fleeing before the calamity that my master was about to create. My destruction was
suddenly almost upon me like chaff carried away by a storm. | wasn't able to take
anything with me and | was saved by the skin of my teeth. By the time the sun had risen,
word came to the king's palace [that | had escaped]. The riders hurriedly pursued me with
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orders to capture me and take me back to be killed. Whole troops of cavalry rode up and
down the roads all day and night towards the back country [near the border]. Through
G-d's pity over me, they were not able to harm me. It was at midnight that | left
[proverbial] Egypt, the kingdom of Portugal, and came to the kingdom of Castille, to a
city just by the border, Segura de La Ordin. The [horsemen that were in hot pursuit] saw
that they could not capture me, [and gave up the chasg]. | proceeded on the road which
G-d had sent me. [Don Joao] was very angry [that | had gotten away]. He gnashed his
teeth [in frustration] and viewed me as his enemy. He stretched forth his hand and took
al that | had accumulated, i. e. silver, gold, the treasure of kings, any of my belongings
that could be sold, that were mine in that land. Besides that which was moveable, he took
all thereal estate that | owned. Absolutely nothing remained [in my possession]. | bid.

E. Abravanel Beginsto Devote his Full Energies to the Study of the Torah
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[I now felt that the reason that] the arrogant had held me in such great derision was
because | had turned away from Y our Torah. | said that [in the final analysig] it was
better for meto have suffered so that | could now devote myself to the study of Y our
Torah. . . . Even though G-d had condemned me to wander about in the land and | wasa
stranger in aforeign country, [I felt that it was justified]. Prologueto R. Yitzchak
Abravanel's commentary to Joshua

F. Abravanel is Called Again into Royal Service
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[During this time] | wrote commentaries to the first books [of the Prophets], Joshua, . . .
Judges, . .. Samudl, . . . All of thisoccurred at the beginning of the [Hebrew] year 5,244
from the creation (1483-84). As | was beginning to commence writing my commentary to
the book of Kings, | was called to the palace of the king, [King Ferdinand]. He is the king
of Spain, more prestigious than any other king on earth. He rules over the kingdoms of
Cadtille, Aragon, Catalonia, Sicily and other islands of the seai.e. Sardinia, Mgjorca,
Minorca]. | [then] came to the court of the king and queen. | was close to them for many
years and G-d granted me grace in their eyes and the eyes of the nobility who were of the
first rank in the kingdom. | was involved in their service for eight years. [During that
time,] | a'so accumulated wealth and honor, those things that give vigor to life. | [also]
acquired property in their towns and cities. Prologueto R. Yitzchak Abravanel's
commentary to Books of Kings
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. The Expulsion
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In the year of the 177911 scattering of Israel (1492), the king of Spain conquered all of the

kingdom of Granada. The grand city of Granada was very populated and was the most
noble of the provinces. [Despite] its strength and arrogance, its spirit was replaced [with
meekness| and its [G-d given] power was unfaithful to its Creator. Esau (the Christians)
said to himself: How can | find favor with my god who has girded me with strength in
war? What can | offer [as a gift] unto my master who has given this city into my hands?
[ There can be no greater gift than] bringing the benighted people, the scattered sheep of
Israel, under the wings of the divine presence and to return the wayward daughter unto
my faith or [if they do not accept,] to cast them out from my presence to another land so
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that they dwell no longer in my land and will not tarry in my sight. Therefore, the
pronouncement of the king and his statute was issued forth similar to the statute of Media
and Persia[of old]. The announcement was called out with vigor to all of the families of
Israel: If you pass through the waters [of baptism] and worship the god of the gentiles,
you may eat the good of the land as we do this day and dwell in the land and trade
therein. If you refuse and rebel and will not mention the name of my god and will not
worship him, arise and take leave of the peoples of the lands of Spain, Seville, Mgjorca,
and Sardinia, those under my domain. After three months time, no foot sole of those who
call themselves Jacob shall remain in al of the encampments of my kingdom.

While | wasin the court of the palace of the king, | wearied in my calls [for mercy], my
throat became hoarse talking to the king. Twice and three times did | entreat him with my
mouth saying, "Save [us] oh king! Why do you do so to your servants? Ask of us for any
amount of gold and silver. Any of the house of Israel would give up all of his possessions
for the sake of hisland.” | called my friends, those that see the face of the king, to make
an appeal on behalf of my people. The advisors met together to speak to the king with all
of the pressure [that they could exert] in order to annul the documents of anger and wrath
and the plan to obliterate all of the Jews. As a deaf adder did he close his ears and would
not respond to anyone. The queen, [Isabella], stood by hisright side to oppose us. She
seduced him with her abundant [sweet] talk to undertake his actions. He began and
completed it. We were weary and did not rest. | neither was complacent nor was quiet,
but yet the trouble came. The people heard this terrible thing and they mourned.
Everywhere that the proclamation and decree of the king came, there was great mourning
to the Jews. There was aterrible trembling and pain like awoman giving birth to her first
child. Nothing like it ever occurred from the time of the exile of Y ehudah from hisland
to aforeign country. Each man told his brother, " Strengthen yourself and we will be
strong for our people and the Torah of our G-d against al of those that disgrace us and
the blasphemers. If He will give us life, then we will live. If He kills us, we will not
desecrate our covenant. We will not turn our hearts backwards. We will go in the name of
Hashem, our G-d." They [wearily] went without strength, three hundred thousand
people, of whom | wasin their midst. Where the wind took them did they go. Their king
went before them, G-d at their head. This one said, "I am for Hashem™ and the other
pledged his hand to Hashem. Some went to Portugal and some went to the kingdom of
Navarre which were close by. Behold they were driven to calamity, darkness and gloom.
Many disasters, desolation, destruction, hunger and plague met up with them. Some of
them made their way by sea and traveled the path of the turbulent waters. Even there, the
hand of G-d was against them to confound and destroy them, for many of the children of
the desolate [of Israel] were sold as maid servants and slaves amongst all of the areas of
the gentiles. [Others] drowned in the [proverbial] Red sea. They sank as lead. Some went
into fire and water, for they were burnt in the ships and the fire of G-d consumed them.
The outcome was the fulfillment of all of His terrible judgments, none was missing. He
who was condemned to the sword etc.  (Jeremiah 15:2). The plague clung to them. The
[refugees] were a source of trembling throughout al of the kingdoms on earth. They were
amost entirely destroyed by the terrors [of the exodus from Spain]. There remained only
avery small remnant, as our forefathers said, (BaMidbar 17:27) "Behold we die, we
perish. We are all perishing." TheIntroduction of the Commentary of Rav Yitzchak
Abravanel to the Book of Kings
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And this exiled host of the people of Israel, who are among the Canaanites (Germans and
Slaves), asfar as Zarephath (France); and the exiles of Jerusalem, who are in Sepharad
(Spain), shall possess the cities of the Negev. Ovadiah 1:20
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Even though there is no one in France or Spain who identifies himself with the people of
Israel, G-d is not aman to be unfaithful. For the prediction will invariably be fulfilled
with those who left from there or with the children born from them.  Perhapsthe verse
also hasin mind the member s of | srael who became apostates due to the grave
adversities and for ced conversions. Thereremain in France and Spain thousands
and myriads [the remnants] of great communities who will seek out Hashem, their
G-d, asthey aredoing [even] today.  With them the prophecy will be fulfilled. The
Commentary of Rav Yitzchak Abravanel to Sefer Ovadiah 1:20

1. The Fall of Naples
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| also chose to go in their path, through a ship in the midst of the sea. |, together with the
exiled [of Spain], arrived here in Naples, the city of acclaim whose kings are
compassionate rulers, together with my family, my children and possessions. This year,
theyear of an®n 7037, [1492-1493], | decided to fulfill the vow that | had made to

complete the commentary to the Book of Kings, which | had not yet finished. The
I ntroduction of the Commentary of Rav Yitzchak Abravanel to the Book of Kings
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| came to the wonderful city of Naples. But even there we did not experience respite. G-d
made that fly buzz over us, the king of France, [Charles VI11], who consumed us. His
soldiers attacked the land and conquered it. For a short period, with intense animosity,
did he rule over Naples and plunder it. No one resisted them nor were the common
people afraid of them, for they al rebelled against their king, [King Ferdinand I1]. The
elders arose, and stood up and dealt very treacherously. Many were the servants that
broke the bounds of propriety. After careful planning, the mobsin the streets arose like
grasshoppers to swallow up G-d's inheritance, the precious children of Zion, poor and
rich, healthy and sick. Their light darkened and their sun blackened. They were smitten
with blindness. There was death and chaos, desolation like the overthrow of strangers.
The tents of robbers prospered, Jacob was turned over to plunderers who totally
consumed Israel. They left them desperately poor, with tattered clothing, wandering
without a home. Their sons and daughters became captives to be sold as slaves. Every
man did as he saw fit and G-d's congregation were like sheep without a shepherd. Many
of the smple people converted because of the fear of death. Because of the horrors, they
changed their religion and violated the law. But even the blood of some of these people
was spilled like water, through the leader of the troops. But even more so, is my heart
broken for the poor Jews who entered the ships, men, women and little children. In every
ship, there was crying and mourning. They sold them as captives (slaves). The sailors
[mistreated them and] were like burning thorns [to the captives]. Most of them forsook
Judaism and, in the captivity and plunder, they went away feeling abandoned. But it
wasn't their hand that struck at us, those arrogant bands of thieves, it was G-d's
punishment for the great sins of His congregation. He let those that were far and near to
be plundered, for those that formerly were friends and beloved were now treated as
enemies. Thelntroduction of the Commentary of Rav Yitzchak Abravanel to the
Book of Deuteronomy
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| entered a ship that took me to the heart of the sea. With G-d's compassion | arrivedin
the [Greek] idand of Corfu. ThelIntroduction of the Commentary of Rav Yitzchak
Abravanel to the Book of Kings
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V. The Master Commentator
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Theforty second question: Why in this entire section (Genesis 2:4-3:24), when G-d's
nameis mentioned, is o°px 7 used rather than %pYx alone, asit was used during the
entire previous description of the Creation, or "7 alone asit is constantly mentioned in
the section beginning with the words, "And Adam knew", but rather @’p>x 7 both names
together? The only exception is the conversation between the "serpent” and the woman
where they constantly usetheterm o>p%x rather than the more honored form  @%pbx 3.

And what is the meaning of the statement of our Sages, of blessed memory (Beraishis
Rabbah 12), "The complete name of G-d was mentioned on aworld that was complete"?
This statement is commonly quoted by Rav Avraham ibn Ezra. However, he never
explained it in any of the places [where he mentioned it]. The Commentary of Rav
Yitzchak Abravanel to the Book of Genesis2:4

B.

XOTW 927 NMIRNY RIN7ADR 7AW 7N MWK TNPTW PR DRIRNW NIAIRT 1503 21037

DXITAR PAX® 7 T WITD .NPIATPI 1ID0T M12IM™I RP7ADA AW 00T WK
R:7 DOWRIAD

It iswritten in the works of the non Jews that the twin of Cain was hiswife and her name
was "Kalmana'. The twin of Abel was hiswife and her name was "Balbira’. It is[als0]
found in the words of Josephusin hiswork, "Antiquities’. = The Commentary of Rav
Yitzchak Abravanel to the Book of Genesis4.:1

C.
DXITAR PRIXY 7 ... . DIXY WP IOD pURYRAW 05NN MNYA 73T 2101 PN
DXRI™W ‘0% Ww1°sh NP2

Perhaps because of this did the [Biblical] scholar Jerome, who trandated Scripture to the
Christian [world] ... Introduction of the Commentary of Rav Yitzchak Abravanel
to the Book of Samuel



