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— Halachik Reflections on Chanuka .11

10. The minhag of ﬁah“ﬁ latkes on Chanukah, according to my grandfather, is not based on the fact that
they are fried in oil. This theory is a subsequent justification of a practical custom. My grandfather said,
that they ate latkes in Europe because they wanted to have something more festive to eat than regular
potatoes, which was the staple of their diet. The fact that it was fried in oil was incidental, It's similar to my
grandfather’s explanation that eating gefilte fish on Shabbos is not based on the halachic concern of
“borer” (the prohibition of separating bones from the fish), but srmpiy on the fact that the Jews in Europe

were poor and had very little fish, so to extend the fish, they would gnnd it together with challah, and thus
had gefilte fish.
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